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The Day following he decamp'd, and began to descend the Mountains;
and now saw no more of the Enemy to molest them in their march, saving
some small scattered Parties, who rather awaited occasions how to steal than
to fight. Howbeit, Hannibal's Losses were not lessen'd, by reason of the great
Snows and the exceeding bad march they had had, which much weaken'S the
Army. Nor was their passage much better in the descent; for what with
the streight, steep, and slippery ways, and the depth of the Snow, the Soldier
knew not where to set his foot with safety; for whenever they slipp'd, they
were in danger of being lost and swallow'd up in the depths and precipices
which lay hid and cover'd by the Snow. Nevertheless, the long practice hi
those Hardships and Dangers, taught them to suffer all with constancy: But
at length coming to a place where neither their Elephants nor Horset could
pass, the Way, which was very steep before, being now, by the falling away
of some of the Earth, become more difficult, renew'd their Fears; which was
manifest over the whole Army. Upon this accident, Hannibal took a resolu-
tion to attempt another way, by taking a compass about those Mountains,
tho* there was no appearance of any passage; but forasmuch as the great
Snows render'd that Resolution too hazardous, all places being cover'd and
hid from the view, he therefore chang'd his purpose.
In the interim, there having fallen much new Snow on that which re-
main'd of the Winter before; this last being loose, and not yet deep, yielded
firm footing enough to the Soldiers; but this was no sooner trampled on,
but it dissolv'd into dirt and mire; whereby the Snow of last Year being
frozen under it, it became impossible to march thereon any more than on Ice
it self, none being able to keep their Feet; and when they endeavour'd to
sustain themselves on their Hands and Knees, they often slid and were lost
in Pits and Precipices. When their Horses at any time slip'd, they by their
weight and labouring broke the Ice under them, and so became buried and
frozen to death.
Whereupon Hannibal now desperate of obtaining his passage that way,
encamp'd his Army at the entrance of this Pass, after he had first order d
the Snow to be remov'd which cover'd all the ground; and then by the
labour of his Soldiers he wrought into the Hill it self, and by unspeakable
pains made his passage at length through it: So in one Day he made way
for his Horses and other Beasts to pass, which immediately march'd on.
And now decamping the Army, he sent his Horse and other Beasts to for-
rage and recruit themselves, as they could come at Pasture, where the Ground
was not cover'd with Snow. In the mean time he order'd the Numidiaw to
make a passage for the Elephants, which cost them three Days labour with
great difficulty to effect; but at length they made way for those Animals,
which had suner'd much, and were almost dead with hunger. For there
was neither Forrage nor Tree to be found on that part of the Alpes, nor hi
the neighbourhood; the Ground lying ever cover'd with Snow Winter and
Summer, but the lower Grounds on all sides produce Woods and Covert,
and there is no place thereabout that is not habitable.
After Hannibal had united his Troops, he prosecuted his march, and in
the space of three Days got past these difficult and incommodius Places,
whereof we have given an account, and recover'd the Plains, howbeit
with the loss of great numbers of his People; for many fell by the Enemy,
many were drown'd in passing the Rivers, and many of Sickness and the
Hardships of their inarch to and over the Alpes. And as he lost many
Men, so his.loss of Horses and other Beasts of burthen, was yet much
greater.